
WJEC GCSE Sociology 
  

GCSE: Subject Content 
 
Component 1: Understanding Social Processes 
This component focuses on the themes of socialisation, identity and culture. Learners 
study the key concepts and processes of cultural transmission, including socialisation and 
the acquisition of identity, and develop these through detailed study of families and 
education. 
 
Sociological research methods are presented as a separate topic area. However, research 
methods should permeate the entire course. Learners should be encouraged, when 
considering the evidence used to support or challenge theories in their study of families 
and education, to examine the research methods used, their reliability and their 
appropriateness for that study. This will help learners to understand the importance of 
assessing the research methods used in evidence gathering. 
 
Sociological theory and its relevance in contemporary society also permeates the course. 
Learners should be familiar with the theories of named classical sociologists and their 
relevance to contemporary society. 
 
All theories and studies are to be considered in a UK context except where otherwise 
stated. 
 
Component 2: Understanding Social Structures 
The focus in this component is on social differentiation, power and stratification. This 
includes the theme of power, issues of social order and social control, studied through 
crime and deviance. Learners also study applied methods of sociological enquiry. 
 
Learners’ knowledge and understanding of sociological research methods studied in 
Component 1 will be reinforced by considering the research methods used to gather 
evidence for the theories studied in Component 2. 
 
In applied methods of social enquiry, learners are encouraged to further develop their 
understanding of the research process by considering the stages in carrying out research 
and in interpreting data. This will assist them in their assessment of the evidence used to 
support or challenge theories in both components. 
 

GCSE: How it’s assessed 
 
Component 1: Understanding Social Processes 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of qualification 
 
This component covers the following topic areas: 

 Key concepts and processes of cultural transmission 

 Families 

 Education 

 Sociological research methods 
 
A written assessment with a mix of short answer, structured questions and extended 
response questions, all compulsory. The extended response questions will require  
candidates to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding from 
across the relevant specification content. 
 
 



Component 2: Understanding Social Structures 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of qualification 
This component covers the following topic areas 

 Social differentiation and stratification 

 Crime and deviance 

 Applied methods of sociological enquiry 
A written assessment with a mix of short answer, structured questions and extended 
response questions, all compulsory. The extended response questions will require 
candidates to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding from 
across the relevant specification content 


